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The Supreme Court pours rain on the parade of  

industrial ‘wee’ growers in Ghana.  

For several years, many 

people in different 

African countries 

advocated for ‘wee’, 

known as cannabis, 

to be grown on an 

industrial scale. Those who proposed the 

move argued that ‘wee’ can serve many 

scientific and medical purposes. It could 

also be grown on a large scale and 

exported to earn foreign exchange. 

 

In 2020, Parliament passed a law
1
 to 

allow ‘wee’ to be grown in Ghana for 

scientific and medical purposes on 

industrial scale. The law provided that 

the Narcotics Control Commission could 

recommend to the Minister for the Interior 

to grant a license to a person to grow 

‘wee’ or cannabis for industrial or 

medicinal use. The ‘wee’  grown under 

the license must not be more than 0.3% 

THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol) in content 

on a dry weight basis for industrial 

purposes for obtaining fibre or seed or for 

medicinal purposes
2
. Many people were 

happy when the law was passed and 

applied for licenses to grow ‘wee’. It had 

been argued that the emerging industry 

could provide employment and generate 

enormous revenue for the government
3
. 

But barely two years after Parliament 

passed the law, the Supreme Court has 

declared the portion of the law that 

allows a person to get a license to grow 

‘wee’ as unconstitutional
4
. According to 

the Supreme Court, the bill was not taken 

through all the deliberations stages in 

Parliament before it was passed into 

law
5
.  

 

In the light of this decision, the Minister 

for the Interior can no longer grant any 

licenses to persons to grow ‘wee’ for 

industrial or medicinal purposes in 

Ghana. In the meantime, many African 

countries such as Malawi, Zambia and 

South Africa are cashing in on the 

fortunes that come with the industrial 

production of ‘wee’ or cannabis for 

medicinal and other scientific purposes. 

 

 By: Francisca Serwaa 

Boateng, Esq.  

1. The Narcotics Control Commission Act, 2020 (Act 1019). It was 
passed by Parliament on 20th March, 2020 and received the President’s 
assent on 11th May, 2020 
2. See: Section 43 of Act 1019 
3. https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/cannabis-
production-applications-flood-narcotics-commission.html 
4. Ezuame Mannan v Attorney General unreported decision of the Su-
preme Court dated 28th July, 2022 in a 4-3 majority decision (Coram: 
Dotse, Honyenuga, Mensa-Bonsu and Kulendi, JJSC concurring; 
Amegatcher, Kotey and Amadu, JJSC dissenting) The full details of the 
judgment will be available on 11th August, 2022. 
5. The majority cited Article 106 (2) and (5) of the Constitution. 

FOOTNOTE: 



Imprisonment for contempt of Court for 

disobeying a court order 

The High Court in Koforidua has sentenced two 

persons to prison for disobeying a judgment of 

the Supreme Court. Here is a summary of the 

case1. 

 

In this land case between two families, the 

Attah Ablah Family of Nuaso and the 

Dormkpati Adjimeh Family of Manya 

Kpongunor, a decision was made in 

favour of the Dormkpati Family which 

gave them possession of a tract of land 

at Akuse. The other family was not 

happy with the decision and decided 

to appeal against it at the Court of 

Appeal. They lost and appealed further to the 

Supreme Court. They lost at the Supreme Court 

too in 2017.  

 

Four years after the Supreme Court gave its 

decision, the Attah Ablah Family disobeyed that 

decision. The Attah Ablah Family went back 

onto the land to live on it and even put up 

structures and drove out members of the other 

family. They even gave a portion of the land to 

one Jonathan Potter who was operating an 

airfield whiles the case was still pending in 

Court. The Dormkpati Family then filed an 

application for contempt at the High Court.  

 

This act of disobedience of the Court’s orders is 

known as ‘contempt’. Contempt is when 

someone intentionally disobeys a court order, 

shows disrespect to the judge, or causes 

problems during court proceedings. 

 

The Attah Ablah Family in their reply admitted 

that they committed some of the acts but 

insisted that they did so on the portion of their 

land and not on that of the applicants. 

 

The High Court judge in his ruling explained in 

detail what constitutes ‘contempt’ of court. He 

explained that, contempt is “any conduct that 

interferes with or undermines the 

administration of justice.” He added that 

‘the act or state of despising; the 

condition of being despised and conduct 

that defies the authority and dignity of a 

court or legislature or an institution set 

up by law’ also constitutes contempt. 

Again, ‘disobedience to the court, or 

opposing or despising the authority, justice or 

dignity of a court.’  

 

According to the judge, the conduct of the Attah 

Ablah Family amounted to contempt of court. 

He concluded that the Attah Ablah Family acted 

in a way that violated the dignity of the three 

superior courts namely the Supreme Court, 

Court of Appeal and the High Court by putting 

up structures on the land and driving away the 

members of the Dormkpati Adjimeh Family.  

 

In conclusion, the Judge found Godwin Osei 

and Gabriel Tawiah Osei guilty of contempt and 

sentenced them to 10 days and 7 days in 

prison respectively. Hopefully, this will serve as 

a deterrent to persons who disregard court 

rulings.  

 By: Sylvia Mends, 

Esq. 

Footnotes 
1. Republic v Godwin Osei and Another Ex-parte Nene 
Narh Mati III and Another Suit No. D16/100/2021 ruling 
dated 14th July, 2022, HC (unreported), (Coram: Nana 
Yaw Gyamfi Frimpong, J.)  
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 Launch of “PERSPECTIVES” by Francisca Serwaa Boateng, Esq. 

On Thursday, 14th July, 2022, our Managing Counsel, Francisca Serwaa Boateng, Esq. launched her book, 

“PERSPECTIVES”. The launch was held virtually and attended by a huge number of people both in the legal fraternity and 

the general public. Some of the attendees joined in from the US, UK and some African countries. 
 

“PERSPECTIVES, Not your conventional conversations”, challenges readers to ask pertinent questions about the status quo. 

It contains expositions on issues that are of general socio-economic interest to many. There are also articles that address 

mainly issues about women's rights that have not received much attention of late.  
 

Order for your copy of PERSPECTIVES at https://fsboateng.com/books/ and +233541926205. You can also pick up a copy at 

our office premises on the 11
th
 Street, Baatsona-Spintex Road, Accra, Vidya Bookstore, Osu, Accra, and Amazon.com. 

 

Payments can be made via Momo, Zeepay, and Cash and we also deliver anywhere in Ghana. 
 

Click on the link https://www.facebook.com/fsblawgh/videos/758118362005001 to feel the excitement. 
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