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Abedu v The Republic: The Reality of Substance Use

FROM THE EDITORIAL DESK

A: Introduction

There is a troubling perception surrounding drug us-
ers, alcoholics and addicts, who often seek to project
an image of fear and danger simply because of their
drug use. This mentality creates an environment
where they believe their actions will instil fear in oth-
ers, preventing people from confronting or challeng-
ing them. The way their behaviour can change un-
predictably while under the influence adds to this
fear, creating a cycle of intimidation. It is concerning
to witness individuals using drugs as a shield to en-
gage in criminal activities and other harmful behav-
iours. In this article, we discuss a recent High Court
case about how a person under the influence react-
ed with threats when confronted by another person.

B: The case of Abedu v The Republic

Sometime in 2021, a palm wine tapper named K. N.,
who was from Abeadze Edumanu, visited his oil
palm plantation. While there, he met Abedu (the ap-
pellant), a driver and fellow villager, along with a
friend who were smoking Indian hemp. K. N. sternly
warned Abedu and his friend to stop using his farm
as a ghetto.

Later that evening, when K. N. returned home, he
found Abedu holding a knife to his mother's neck.
This alarming scene attracted attention, and the
knife was taken from Abedu. As if that was not
enough, K. N. faced repeated threats from Abedu,
who threatened to kill him. He attacked K. N. with a
cutlass but he managed to escape each time.

Given the ongoing threats to his safety, K. N. report-
ed the incidents to the Police. Abedu was arrested,
he pleaded guilty and was sentenced to six (6) years
imprisonment in hard labour. Abedu filed an appeal,

arguing that his sentence was harsh and excessive,
especially considering that he was a young offender
who had pleaded guilty.

Discussion and Analysis by the court: During the re-
hearing, the Court acknowledged that it had over-
looked a crucial statement in Abedu’s mitigation
plea. When asked to present his mitigation, Abedu
simply said, "I was drunk. | plead for mercy." It was
also noted that, the trial judge had focused solely on
the aggravating circumstances, neglecting the fact
that Abedu was a first-time offender who had plead-
ed guilty and was under the influence of alcohol.

The Court further stated that long custodial sentence
will not serve any useful purpose in our quest to lean
towards the reformative and rehabilitative principles
of punishment. In the end, the 6 years’ imprisonment
was reduced to 3 years.

Conclusion

Individuals under the influence are often aware of
their actions, whether positive or negative. The case
of Abedu illustrates this point. While it might be un-
derstandable if this life-threatening behaviour oc-
curred only once, the fact that he repeated such ac-
tions multiple times and blamed them on alcohol is
difficult to accept. Being intoxicated and claiming to
be a first-time offender does not negate the reality
that he was aware of what he was doing during
those incidents. It appears that he lacked the cour-
age to engage in such behaviour while sober, raising
important questions about accountability and the
true impact of substance use on behaviour.

FOOTNOTES

The full citation of the case is Kojo Abedu v Republic
Criminal Appeal: Suit No.F22/32/23 judgment dated
16™ April, 2024, HC (Coram: John-Mark Nuku Alifo, J)




FSB NEWS: NEW EMPLOYEE

FSB Law Consult is pleased to welcome a new em-
ployee to the Finance/Administrative Department.

Fidouse Adia joins us as a Research/Administrative
Assistant. She is a graduate of Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology, with a back-
ground in English and French.. She also has an ex-
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perience with Court room procedure, case man-
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agement and the use of Microsoft Office.
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She has the ability to prioritize tasks and meet
deadlines. When she is not at work, she plays foot-
ball or listen to music.

Fidouse believes that everyday gives her a new op-

portunity to chase her dreams and also time waits
for no man.

GRAB YOUR COPY NOW!

All books written by Francisca Serwaa Boateng are still available. These include:
1. The Handbook on Civil Jurisdiction of Court of Appeal & Supreme Court (2024)
2. The Handbook on Civil Procedure & Practice in Ghana (2023)

3. Perspectives series [ Vol. 1 (2020), Vol. 2 (2023) & Vol.3 (2024) ]

CIVIL PROCEDURE
& PRACTICE IN GHANA

Not your conventional conversations

Current issues in
Law & Socio-Economic rights in Ghana

Bench & Bar Ventures - 0268888085
Ghana School of Law - 0244296377
Jayset Consult (Makola) - 0244587311
Attorney-General’s Dept. - 0204619994
Fiona Asafu-Adjaye Esq - 0277555848
Ophelia - 0243626933

Uche Cooper - 0557796247

Queen Joyce - 0249315526
Vida Boateng - 0248545897

Francisca Serwaa Boateng

ORDER ONLINE: https://fshoateng.com/books/
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Did you know? The first smartphone, called the IBM
Simon Personal Communicator, was released in 1994. It
had a touchscreen, email capability, and a few built-in

apps .

Fun Fact: The average person checks their smartphone
| about 96 times a day, which is approximately once every 10
minutes.

.~ Did you know? Rainforests are home to more than half of
the world’s plant and animal species.

Fun Fact: Rainforests produce around 20% of the Q
world’s oxygen, making them essential for our planet's’ ’
health. ¢
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Office Manager, FSB Law Consult
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OUR AREAS OF PRACTICE

PROPERTY / 0 ARBITRATION
REAL ESTATE LAW

No.BAC 34/3B 11th Street
Spintex Road, Baatsona - Accra

LABOUR/
EMPLOYMENT LAW

(233) 30 281 8433
(233) 50 798 0400

¢ COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

info@fsblawconsult.com FAMILY LAW

Q (WILLS, PROBATE,

TECHNOLOGY LAW
@ (DATA PROTECTION,
& DIVORCE)

PRIVACY, E-COMMERCE)

www.fsblawconsult.com

FSB Law Consult’s lawyers are based in Accra, but act for clients nationwide.

Disclaimer: This is a publication of FSB Law Consult. it is only intended to provide general information on the
subject matter herein and does not by itself constitute legal advice. Appropriate legal advice must be sought about

the reader’s specific circumstances when they arise. For further information, please contact us at

info@fsblawconsult.com.



